
SCIENCE
BRADLEY, DANIEL GERARD BA, MA, PhD. Professor of

Population Genetics, Smurfit Institute of Genetics, TCD.

CAFFREY, MARTIN BAgrSc, MS, PhD. Professor of

Membrane Structural Biology, UL.

FUSCO, VINCENT F. BSc, FREng, FIEEE, FIEE, CEng,

DSc, PhD. Professor and Head of High Frequency

Electronics Research, QUB.

HILL, COLIN BSc, MSc, PhD, DSc. Professor of Microbial

Food Safety, UCC.

HU, PEIJUN BS, MS, PhD. Professor of Chemistry, QUB.

KAVANAGH, TONY BSc, PhD, FTCD Professor of

Genetics, TCD.

KIM, MYUNG SHIK BS, MSc, PhD, DIC, MBA. Pro -

fessor of Theoretical Physics, Director of Research, QUB.

LYNCH, MARINA ANNETTA BSc, MSc, PhDDirector,

Institute of Neuroscience; Professor of Physiology, TCD.

RAY, THOMAS BSc, MSc, PhD. Professor of

Astrophysics, DIAS.

TAYLOR, DAVID BA, MA, PhD, ScD, CEng, FTCD, FIEI,

FRAMI. Professor of Materials Engineering, TCD.

HUMANITIES
ENGLISH, RICHARD MA, PhD. Professor of Politics,

QUB.

FITZGERALD, DESMOND BA, MA, DLitt. President of

the Irish Georgian Society. 

FUCHS, ANNE MA, DrPhil. Professor in Modern

German Literature and Culture, UCD. 

JEFFERY, KEITH BA, MA, PhD. Professor of British History,

QUB.

MCMANUS, PETER D.J. BA, PhD. Professor of Early

Irish, TCD.

MENNELL, STEPHEN BA, MA, DrSocSc, LittD. Professor

of Sociology, UCD.

MORISON, JOHN LLB, PhD. Professor of Jurisprudence,

School of Law, QUB.

NIC CRAITH, MÁIREÁD BEd, BA, MA, PhD. Professor

of European Culture and Society, University of Ulster.

Ó MURAÍLE, EAMONN NOLLAIG BA, MA, PhD.

Senior Lecturer in Modern Irish, NUIG.

O’ROURKE, KEVIN H. BA, MA, PhD. Professor of

Economics, TCD.

Treasures of the Royal Irish Academy Library was launched at
the Academy by Dr Loretta Brennan Glucksman, MRIA, on
10 February. Describing the publication as a treasure in its

own right, Dr Glucksman commended the volume to the large
attendance and flagged a Patrons of Projects at the Academy
Library initiative. The objective of this initiative is to attract spon sor -
ship for a range of digitisation, cataloguing and outreach activities
in which the Library intends to engage. Details of projects’
proposals will be published shortly.

A major exhibition highlighting a selection of the Academy’s
treasures is running at the Library until 19 June. In conjunction with
the book and exhibition, we have organised a series of lunchtime
lectures. Details of these and of exhibition opening times, etc. are
available at www.ria.ie.

TREASURES OF THE ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY LIBRARY, 
eds B. Cunningham, S. Fitzpatrick and P. Schnabel (RIA, 2009),

�55 (+ �6 p/p); Members’ discount applies.

RECENT DONATIONS

The Dublin Unitarian Congregation, St Stephen’s Green, has
deposited a marriage register for the period 1782–1812 with the
Library. The register includes the record of the marriage of Mary
Ann Emmet to Robert Holmes on 21 September 1799, witnessed
by her brother Robert Emmet (1778–1803).

Maurice Craig, MRIA, has deposited with the Library a silhouette-
style portrait of founding president James Caulfeild, 1st earl of
Charlemont (1728–99). Executed in 1790 when Charlemont was
62 years of age, this is an intimate portrait possibly done by a
member of Charlemont’s family.

for further information contact
Royal Irish Academy, 19 Dawson Street, Dublin 2. Tel: +353 1 676 2570

HONORARY MEMBERS
DUMVILLE, DAVID NORMAN BA, MA, PhD, 

FRHS, FRSAI.  Professor in History and Palaeography,

University of Aberdeen.

FAUST, DREW GILPIN BA, AM, PhD President of

Harvard University.

JAFFE, ARTHUR AB , BA,  PhD. Landon T. Clay

Professor of Mathematics and Theoretical Science,

Harvard University.

LEERSSEN, JOEP MA, PhD. Professor of Modern

European Literature, University of Amsterdam. 

McELROY, MICHAEL BRENNAN BA, AM, PhD.

Gilbert Butler Professor of Environmental Sciences,

Harvard University.

MENY, YVES BA, PhD. Professor of Political Science

and President of the European Universities Institute,

Florence.

RANDALL, LISA BA, PhD. Professor of Physics,

Harvard University.  

SEN, AMARTYA KUMAR BA, PhD Thomas 

W. Lamont University Professor and Professor of

Economics and Philosophy, Harvard University.

PROFESSOR THOMAS BRAZIL, MRIA, was elected as Secretary of
the Academy on 16 March. Thomas Brazil is Head of Electronic Engineering
at UCD and holds the Chair of Electronic Engineering since 2002. He is a

leading inter national researcher in
the area of microwave and high
frequency circuits and devices. He
has made fundamental contributions
to under standing the effects of non-
linear behaviour of circuits and
devices at microwave frequencies.
Many of his results have been
incorporated in state-of-the-art
design processes by the leading
inter national companies in the field.
He was elected as a Member in
2005, and is a member of the
Engineering Committee, Chair of
the URSI sub-committee and a
member of Council. 

AT THE STATED MEET ING OF THE ACADEMY ON MONDAY, 16 MARCH IN DUBL IN,
TWENTY NEW MEMBERS AND E IGHT HONORARY MEMBERS WERE E LECTED:
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From left: Petra Schnabel; Dr Loretta Brennan Glucksman, MRIA; 
Professor Nicholas Canny, PRAI; Siobhán Fitzpatrick; Bernadette Cunningham

Robert Lloyd Praeger was born in Holywood, Co. Down, in
1865. His work, particularly the Lambay Island and Clare
Island surveys, and his remarkable books, including The way

that I went, brought Irish natural history and ecology to
international attention.  

After graduating in engineering at Queen’s College, Belfast,
Praeger initially worked as a civil engineer. In 1893 he began
working for the National Library of Ireland and became chief
librarian in 1920.  

He was elected a Member of the RIA in 1891 and served as a
Council member from 1903, as librarian from 1905 to 1931
and was elected President from 1931 to 1934.

The year 2009 marks the hundredth
anniversary of the beginning of his 
Clare Island Survey, which took place in
1909–11, and was carried out under the
auspices of the RIA. This was the first major
biological survey of a specific area carried out in the world. The
data collected during three years of field work on the island
represent the most comprehensive inventory of nature in a single
geographical location during the early part of the twentieth
century. The New Survey of Clare Island was launched by the
Academy in 1991 to assess the environmental changes that had
taken place on Clare Island since the original survey was
published in the RIA Proceedings (1911–15).

Praeger was one of the founder members of the Geographical
Society of Ireland, co-founder and editor of The Irish Naturalist,
and he became the first President of the National Trust for Ireland
in 1948. He died in Belfast in 1953. After Praeger’s death a
fund was set up to commemorate him; grants to promote the
amateur study of natural history in Ireland are administered by
the RIA through its Praeger Committee.

academy members
throughout history
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@ RAI
• MARCH •

2 MARCH–15 MAY: Irish Historic Towns
Atlas Exhibition: Maps and views from
IHTA, Dublin, Part II, 1610 to 1756. 

31 MARCH, 10 AM: DHO Seminar: The
Idea of an Irish Digital Scholarly Imprint,

with Dr Susan Schreibman, Director, DHO.

• APRIL •
1 APR I L,  1PM: Library Lecture Series: The
Wilmot Papers: Travels in France, Russia

and Italy, 1801-1822
by Angela Byrne, NUI Maynooth.

7 APR I L,  12PM: DHO Workshop: 
Intro duction to the Semantic Web

with Dr K. Faith Lawrence, 
Digital Humanities Spec ialist, DHO.

13-17 APR I L : Digital Scholarly Editions
Spring School. Venue: National 
University of Ireland, Galway.

22 APRIL, 1PM: Library Lecture Series: The
Cathach of Colum Cille—Ireland’s Oldest

Book? by Dáibhí Ó Cróinín, MRIA.

23  A P R I L ,  5 P M : Academy Discourse:
Genes, Germs and Genomes: The Battle
against Emerging Infectious Diseases by

Professor Brendan W. Wren, London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.

Venue: University College Cork.

• MAY •
6 MAY, 1PM: Library Lecture Series: 
The Book of O’Lees by Aoibheann 

Nic Dhonnchadha, School of 
Celtic Studies, DIAS.

7 MAY, 6PM: Academy Discourse: 
Ireland in 2020 Vision by 

Sir George Quigley, MRIA.

21 MAY, 11AM: DHO Workshop:
Introduction to Geospatial Methods for 
e-Humanities Research with Dr Paul Ell,

Director of the Centre for Data Digitisation

and Analysis, QUB, and Mr Shawn Day,
Digital Humanities Specialist, DHO.

22 MAY: Irish Historic Towns Atlas
Seminar: Maps and Texts: Working with
the Irish Historic Towns Atlas. First of three
annual seminars examining the maps and
texts of the Irish Historic Towns Atlas with

a view to comparing towns/cities 
and urban themes. For registration 

email ihta@ria.ie. 

• JUNE •
10 JUNE, 1PM: Library Lecture Series: The
First President of the RIA: Lord Charlemont
and his Manuscripts by James Kelly, MRIA.

15 JUNE, 6PM: Academy Discourse: 
The Political and Economic Aspects 

of Natural Hazards by Professor 
J.F. Dewey, Hon. MRIA.

• JULY •
2 & 3 JULY: Society for the Study of

Nineteenth Century Ireland Conference:
Science and Technology in Nineteenth-

Century Ireland.

13-17 JULY: DHO Summer School, in
conjunction with NINES and 18th

Connect. Venues: Royal Irish Academy
and Trinity College Dublin.

• SEPTEMBER•
6 -9 SEPTEMBER: Digital Resources in the

Humanities and Arts 2009 Dynamic
Networks of Knowledge and Practice:

Contexts, Crises, Futures. Venue: 
Queen’s University Belfast.

21 SEPTEMBER, 6PM: Academy Discourse
Towards a Silent Aircraft by Professor Ann
Dowling, FRS, Professor of Mechanical
Engineering, University of Cambridge.

All events take place at Academy House
unless otherwise stated. For further
information visit www.ria.ie 

IR ISH HISTOR IC TOWNS ATLAS, NO. 20, TUAM BY T.A. CLAFFEY

TO BE PUBL ISHED MAY 2009. ISBN 978-1-904890 -47-8 • �30

The most recent Irish Historic Towns Atlas traces the growth and decline of Tuam, Co.
Galway, through its origins as a monastic centre, to its rise in the 12th century as a
cathedral city and to its development in the 18th century as an important trading centre
in the west of Ireland. Histories of over 700 sites
(streets, markets, schools, etc.) are detailed
alongside c. 20 maps (thematic, reconstruction
and historical) and views of the town presented
in large format.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ROYAL IR ISH ACADEMY, SECTION C: VOL. 108

EDITED BY EL IZABETH F ITZPATRICK AND JAMES KELLY

PUBL ISHED DECEMBER 2008. ISSN 0035-8991 • �50

The 2008 volume of the Academy’s archaeology, history, Celtic studies, linguistics and literature
journal includes articles on links between Ireland and Scotland in the first millennium AD; the role
of the poet Pádraigín Haicéad in the Munster mutiny; the proliferation of mountebanks in 18th-
century Ireland; and a study of medieval Irish castles.

P R O C E E D I N G S
O F T H E
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� The Academy Committees are currently being
reformulated. If you are interested in being on
the electoral role or putting yourself forward
for election to any of these committees, please
email: committees@ria.ie. Elections will take
place before the end of April.

� The first Academy Discourse to be delivered via
video took place in October. Human Rights
and the Next US Administration by Dean
Harold Koh (School of Law,Yale University)
was delivered to an audience of over 350
people in St Anne’s Church, Dawson Street.

� The Digital Humanities Observatory (DHO)
was officially launched on 22 October by 
Dr Jimmy Devins, TD, Minister of State at the
Department of Education and Science. The
launch, high lighted the wealth of digital
scholarship al ready underway by the higher
education sector both North and South. 
The Minister praised the DHO as being 
‘an excellent illustration of the tremendous
contribution digital technology is making to
scholarship on the island of Ireland’. To keep
up to date on DHO activities, sign up to the
mailing list on www.dho.ie.  

P U B L I C AT I O N S

F O R T H CO M I N G

buy online @ www.ria.ie

RAI@N OT I C ES

Clockwise from top left: Professor Nicholas Canny, PRIA; 
Dr Jimmy Devins, TD, Minister of State at the Department of
Education and Science; Dr Susan Schreibman, Director of the
DHO; Professor Jane Conroy, PL&A Secretary.
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