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Programme 
Clár

Ceremony begins at 4.00 p.m.

• Welcome by the President
• Reading of the Member’s Declaration
• Admittance of Honorary Members
• Admittance of Members

Officers Officiating at the Ceremony
Oifigigh ag Feidhmiú ag an Searmanas

President
Dr Mary Canning

Secretary
Professor Mary O’Dowd

Secretary for Polite Literature and Antiquities
Professor Daniel Carey

Secretary for Science
Professor Catherine Godson



The Royal Irish Academy
Acadamh Ríoga na hÉireann

The Royal Irish Academy is an all-island, independent forum founded 
by Royal Charter in 1785 as Ireland’s academy for the sciences and the 
humanities. 

Like many national academies founded in the eighteenth century it 
aims to promote high levels of scholarship, to act as a national and 
international body for the various academic disciplines, to advise 
government in the fields of science, research and education and 
to promote collaboration between scholars and different learned 
institutions at home and abroad. 

The Council of 21 Members and the President are the governing 
authority. Council incorporates two general committees: the 
Committee of Science and the Committee of Polite Literature and 
Antiquities. The Academy is a registered charitable organisation and is 
funded principally by an annual grant-in-aid from the Higher Education 
Authority.

The Academy brings together the worlds of academia, government 
and industry to address issues of mutual interest, through our major 
outreach events and legacy research projects. It is internationally 
renowned for its role in promoting excellence in scholarship, 
recognising achievements in learning and directing research. 

The Academy provides and administers funds for researchers through 
its grants programmes and supports efforts to enable early-career 
scholars to create international networks and take part in public 
engagement initiatives.



The Academy library is one of Ireland’s premier research libraries 
and includes a unique collection of medieval Irish manuscripts and 
substantial collections of later and contemporary material. The 
Academy is active in scholarly publishing, and its books, journals, 
pamphlets, reports, maps and fascicles communicate the latest Irish 
scholarship to a wide public.

The Academy provides access to valuable networks of scholarly 
expertise across the world, and acts as a portal for international 
discussion of the scholarship in which Irish academics and researchers 
are engaged, helping to raise Ireland’s international profile.



Membership
Ballraíocht

The Royal Irish Academy champions Irish academic research. One of its 
principal roles is to identify and recognise Ireland’s world-class researchers. 
It supports excellent scholarship and promotes awareness of how science 
and the humanities enrich our lives and benefit society.

The Academy draws its membership from the whole island of Ireland, 
both north and south. Membership is awarded to persons who have 
attained the highest distinction by their unique contributions to 
education and research. Each year, up to 24 new Members may be 
elected. Members of the Academy are entitled and encouraged to use 
the letters MRIA after their names.

A small number of Honorary Members are also elected each year. The 
distinction of Honorary Membership is usually reserved for academics 
who have made a major international contribution to their disciplines 
but who are not normally resident in Ireland.

Members assist the Academy in its work by providing expert advice for 
its Council and committees, by representing the Academy nationally 
and internationally and by promoting the Academy’s strategic mission. 
Drawing on our Members’ expertise, we make a significant contribution 
to public debate and public policy formation on issues in science, 
technology and culture.

At its inception in 1785, the Academy had 88 Members; now there 
are 637 (of whom 90 are Honorary Members), almost equally divided 
between the sciences and the humanities. Each Member is formally 
admitted in a special ceremony, during which they subscribe to the 
Member’s Declaration of Obligations and sign the Roll Book of 
Members.*

* Members admitted on 21 May 2021 will sign the Roll Book at Academy meetings at the 
earliest possible opportunity.



About our new Members
Luanna do na Baill nua
21 May 2021



Honorary Members

Polite Literature and Antiquities

Joseph Bergin is professor emeritus of Early 
Modern History at Manchester University. The 
contribution of his research and publications to 
the understanding of early modern French history 
has been transformative. Elected a fellow of the 
British Academy in 1996, he was conferred DLitt 
(Manchester) for published work in 2004. His life’s 
achievement was saluted in 2019 with the award of 
Doctorat-ès-Lettres honoris causa by the Sorbonne.

Deirdre Curtin is professor of European Union 
Law at the European University Institute, Florence. 
She is a world-leading scholar in EU law renowned 
for her erudite scholarship on EU law and 
governance, in particular accountability, transparency 
and secrecy. She is a laureate of the Spinoza prize, 
the highest Dutch academic honour, and is a 
member of the Netherlands Academy of Arts and 
Sciences.

Patrick Sims-Williams is emeritus professor of 
Celtic Studies at Aberystwyth University, and fellow 
of the British Academy. He is an expert in early 
Celtic languages and literatures and has led major 
research projects on the study of inscriptions in 
Britain and in continental Europe. His pioneering 
monograph, Irish influence on medieval Welsh 
literature (OUP, 2010), was awarded the Vernam Hull 
Memorial Prize.



Science

Anne Magurran is professor of Ecology 
and Evolution in the Centre for Biological 
Diversity and Scottish Oceans Institute at the 
University of St Andrews. She is an expert in 
the measurement and assessment of trends 
in biological diversity and has held European 
Research Council Advanced and Proof of 
Concept grants in this area.



Members

Polite Literature and Antiquities

Frank Barry is professor of International Business 
and Economic Development at Trinity College 
Dublin. A specialist in foreign direct investment 
and the modern economy, he has been working 
in recent years on the role of large businesses 
in shaping the historical economic and political 
environment. His most recent journal publication 
is ‘Business establishment opposition to Southern 
Ireland’s exit from the United Kingdom’, published 
in Enterprise and Society in March 2021.

Ruth Barton is associate professor in Film Studies 
and head of the School of Creative Arts in Trinity 
College Dublin. She is widely acknowledged as the 
world expert on Irish cinema in both the silent and 
sound eras. She was principal investigator for the 
research project on career construction in Irish 
film and television, and is a regular contributor to 
RTÉ radio’s arts programme, ‘Arena’.

John Brannigan is professor of English and 
head of the School of English, Drama and Film at 
University College Dublin. He is the author of 
seven monographs and many articles and book 
chapters on authors from Brendan Behan to 
Virginia Woolf, and has led innovative research 
projects on literature and the sea. His most recent 
book is a critically acclaimed account of the 
‘Archipelagic Modernism’ of these islands. 



Janice Carruthers is professor of French 
Linguistics at Queen’s University Belfast. She is 
internationally renowned for her research on the 
different varieties of oral French, on temporal 
phenomena and their wider significance for the 
evolution of the French language, and for her 
development of two cutting-edge digital corpora. 
As a leadership fellow for the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council, she has made an invaluable 
policy contribution both in Northern Ireland and 
in the wider UK context to the promotion of 
modern languages.

Philip Dine is professor of French in the 
NUI Galway. He has been a pioneering figure 
internationally in the cultural history of French 
sport and the cinematographic representations 
of colonial conflict. He is the author of Images of 
the Algerian war: French fiction and film, 1954–1992 
(Clarendon Press, 1994), French rugby football: 
a cultural history (Berg Publishers, 2001) and 
Sport and identity in France: practices, locations, 
representations (Peter Lang, 2012). 

Gerard Hogan has brought unprecedented 
levels of sophistication to the study of the 
Irish constitution. Combining a distinguished 
academic career with legal practice, he became an 
influential and prolific judge in Ireland before his 
appointment as Advocate General in the Court of 
Justice of the European Union. His appointment 
to the Supreme Court means his hugely significant 
role in shaping Ireland’s constitutional imagination 
will reach new heights.



Pierre Joannon is a lawyer, historian and 
Honorary Irish Consul. He is a leading figure 
in Franco-Irish relations through his influential 
publications on Irish history and literature, and 
his active support for research and for writers. 
He has been appointed advisor to the John & 
Pat Hume Foundation, and his honours include 
Irish citizenship, an NUI honorary doctorate, 
the Presidential Distinguished Service Award, 
and the Légion d’honneur.

As an Irish diplomat, Rory Montgomery 
was involved in the Good Friday Agreement 
negotiations and later was Ireland’s permanent 
representative to the European Union and 
ambassador to France. From 2014 to 2019 
he played a central role in the government’s 
response to Brexit. He holds honorary 
appointments at Queen’s University Belfast 
and Trinity College Dublin, and has published 
articles on Northern Ireland, the EU and Irish 
foreign policy.

Meidhbhín Ní Úrdail is head of Modern 
Irish at University College Dublin. Her 
extensive dossier of learned publications in 
three languages (Irish, English and German) 
consistently exhibits high excellence in the 
depth and originality of its research, the range 
and versatility of its subject matter, and the 
meticulous quality of its presentation. She is an 
outstanding scholar of Modern Irish with an 
international profile.



Brian O’Connor is full professor in 
Philosophy at University College Dublin. He 
holds a DLitt from the National University of 
Ireland and is a fellow of the Royal Historical 
Society. He has gained international renown 
for his distinctive contributions in critical social 
theory and the history of German philosophy. 
He is the author of three monographs and over 
30 articles, and editor of three volumes. His 
books are cited by the most prominent scholars 
and researchers and feature on university 
teaching curricula world-wide. His 2018 
book Idleness: a philosophical essay (Princeton 
University Press) was greeted enthusiastically by 
the international scholarly community and also 
was widely discussed in journals, print media 
and podcast interviews.

Richard Schoch is professor of Drama at 
Queen’s University Belfast. He is a leading 
figure internationally in theatre studies, with 
expertise in Shakespeare in performance, 
theatre historiography, and practice-based 
research. His scholarly reputation is anchored 
in four major monographs and in his 2017–20 
Arts and Humanities Research Council 
project, ‘Performing Restoration Shakespeare’, 
which investigates Restoration versions of 
Shakespeare’s work in their own time and today.



Science

Frank Barry is professor of Cellular 
Therapy at NUI Galway’s Regenerative 
Medicine Institute. His research focuses on 
the development of new repair strategies in 
cell and gene therapy in orthopaedics. He has 
contributed to the advancement of innovative 
and successful therapies for acute joint 
injury and arthritis and is the recipient of the 
Marshall R. Urist Award for excellence in tissue 
regeneration research from the Orthopaedic 
Research Society.

John Crown is professor of Translational 
Cancer Research at Dublin City University and 
clinical research professor at University College 
Dublin. He has published widely on clinical 
and translational research in breast cancer 
therapy. He was the founding chair of the Irish 
Cooperative Oncology Research Group. His 
pioneering research is renowned internationally 
for advancing pathways to overcome resistance 
to cancer treatment and to improve outcomes 
through molecular understanding of exceptional 
cancer responses.



John Feehan is an environmental scientist 
who has made an outstanding contribution 
to the raising of public awareness of the 
environment through several books and in his 
outreach through television and YouTube. The 
television series ‘Exploring the landscape’ won 
the prestigious Jacobs Award in 1987. His work 
is especially well known in rural Ireland and in 
farming circles, most notably in the Burren, on 
Clare Island and in the Midlands.

Derek Jackson is a professor of Coastal 
Geomorphology at Ulster University. He is a 
leading international expert in beach and dune 
systems, coastal storm impacts and longer-term 
environmental system dynamics, publishing 
extensively in these fields. He  also studies 
Martian windblown landform processes and 
holds funding to help in terrain hazard mapping 
for the European Space Agency’s 2022 ExoMars 
rover mission.

Joseph Keane is professor of Medicine at 
Trinity College Dublin. He is a leading figure 
internationally in tuberculosis research and 
author of numerous high-profile and very highly 
cited publications. He is the recipient of awards 
from the Health Research Board, Science 
Foundation Ireland, and the Irish Research 
Council, which support his investigations of host 
response to lung infection towards generating 
better treatments, diagnostic tests and vaccines.



Ed Lavelle is professor in Immunology 
at Trinity College Dublin. He is a leading 
figure internationally in the field of vaccine 
adjuvants. He has a very strong track record 
of publishing high-impact papers, attracting 
competitive research funding from Science 
Foundation Ireland and other sources. He has 
previously been president of the Irish Society 
for Immunology and head of the School of 
Biochemistry and Immunology at Trinity College.

Noel G. McElvaney is professor of Medicine 
at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland. He 
is a leading figure internationally in the area 
of inflammatory lung disease. He is a board 
member of the Alpha-1 Foundation in the 
US, president of the Irish Academy of Medical 
Science and is on the steering committee of the 
European Alpha-1 Research Collaboration. He is 
a 2021 recipient of the Health Research Board 
Impact award.

M.A. Morris is the director of the SFI 
Advanced Material and Bioengineering Research 
Centre (AMBER) and chair of Surface and 
Interface Chemistry at Trinity College Dublin. 
He is part of the ISO 323 drafting team for 
developing standards for the circular economy. 
Amongst other research, he leads a major 
AMBER-Intel project on innovative self-assembly 
based patterning methods for semiconductor 
manufacture.



Philip Nolan is a distinguished educator and 
administrator. He has received several prestigious 
awards including the President’s Teaching Award 
at University College Dublin. He has provided 
outstanding leadership to Maynooth University 
since his appointment as president in 2011. Most 
recently, he has chaired the Irish Epidemiological 
Modelling Advisory Group which has played a 
vital role in informing the National Public Health 
Emergency Team (NPHET) on their advice to 
government on the response to the Covid-19 
pandemic virus.

Bashar Nuseibeh is chief scientist of Lero—the 
Irish Software Research Centre, at the University 
of Limerick. He is internationally recognised as 
one of the world’s foremost software engineering 
researchers, with award-winning contributions 
to software requirements and design, systems 
security and privacy, and engineering adaptive 
systems. He is recipient of a Royal Society-
Wolfson Merit Award, a Philip Leverhulme Prize, 
and a European Research Council Advanced Grant.

Lorraine O’Driscoll is professor of 
Pharmacology and Biomedicine at Trinity College 
Dublin, a leading figure in cancer research and a 
pioneer in the field of extracellular vesicles. She is 
a recipient of an Irish Research Council Advanced 
Laureate Award and the Eurolife Distinguished 
Lecture Medal, and is a fellow of the Royal 
Society of Biology. As a board director of the 
International Society for Extracellular Vesicles, she 
is chair of its annual meeting.



Desmond John Tobin, an internationally 
recognised skin and hair follicle biomedicine 
researcher, is professor of Dermatological 
Science at University College Dublin. He is 
immediate past president of the British Society 
for Investigative Dermatology and a member of 
a UK REF2021 sub-panel. Having returned to 
Ireland in late 2018, he was recently awarded 
a Science Foundation Ireland Frontiers-to-
the-Future award to explore how healthy 
melanocytes transform into melanoma cells.



The Roll Book of Members
Leabhar Rolla na mBall

Signatures of the founder and early Academy Members, to 1801, are 

contained in five scrolls (RIA MS 23 N 36/1–5). A Members’ Roll Book was 

begun in 1802. This is still in use and contains almost all Members’ signatures.

The first pages of the Book consist of a handwritten copy of the Royal 

Charter given to the Academy by George III, the original of which was 

signed by him at the Court of St James’s on 28 September 1785. The first 

meeting of the new Irish Academy took place on 18 April 1785 at the 

residence of Lord Charlemont, the founding President, on Rutland (Parnell) 

Square, which is now the Dublin City Hugh Lane Gallery. The Royal Charter 

grants the Academy the right to make its own Statutes and By-laws.

The Roll Book also has the original Obligation to which Members 

subscribed in 1785, the first paragraph of which is still in use today. The 

second paragraph, in which each Member promised that he, his heirs and 

executors would pay to the Treasurer of the Academy the sum of two 

pounds five shillings and six pence every year, was eliminated in 1873.

The Roll Book also contains a note signed by Albert, Prince of Wales, on 

21 April 1868 when he visited Academy House as an Honorary Member, 

to view the Academy’s museum in the company of Oscar Wilde’s father, 

William Wilde, also a Member of this Academy.

The original founding Members of the Academy numbered 88, and they are 

all listed in the Charter. Today, the Roll Book holds the names of over 2,500 

Members. The first women Members were elected in 1949.





Some famous Academy Members   
Roinnt Bhaill cháiliúla 

Sir William Rowan Hamilton (1827)

George Petrie (1828)

Caroline Herschel (1838)

Sir Robert Kane (1831)

Robert Mallet (1832)

Sir William Wilde (1839)

Maria Edgeworth (1842)

Henry Grattan (1857)

Sir Robert Ball (1870)

Robert Lloyd Praeger (1891)

W.B. Yeats (1924)

Erwin Schrodinger (1931)

E.T.S. Walton (1935)

Sheila Tinney (1949)

Phyllis Clinch (1949)

Eleanor Knott (1949)

Sir Alfred Chester Beatty (1951)

Seamus Heaney (1996)

Cathleen Synge Morawetz (2000)

Eavan Boland (2018)

All the Presidents of the Irish state, from W.T. Cosgrave in 1927 

(President of the Executive Council of the Irish Free State) to 

Michael D. Higgins in 2011, were elected Members of the Academy 

and have also signed the Roll Book.



Get involved 
Glac páirt   

• Use the designation ‘MRIA’ after your name 

• Suggest nominees for membership or for medal awards 

• Offer to serve on an Academy Committee, Board or Working Group

• Act as a respondent at an Academy Discourse

• Submit a paper for publication in one of the Academy journals

• Make a donation to the Library or to an Academy activity

• Use Library resources and donate your publications to the

  Members’ Collections

• Support and invest in the future of our Academy by donating to the   

  RIA Endowment Fund

If you would like more information on any of the above, or you would 

like to suggest ideas for discourses, publications, events or other 

Academy activities, please contact: members@ria.ie 

ria.ie



Academy House and Library
Teach an Acadaimh agus an Leabharlann

The Academy’s home is Academy House, a historic building in 

the centre of Dublin, which also houses a library of international 

importance. Up to the mid-nineteenth century, the Academy took 

responsibility for preserving archaeological finds in Ireland, which 

eventually formed the Royal Irish Academy collection in the National 

Museum. The Academy Members also built up a unique manuscript, 

pamphlet and early printed book collection. The Academy Library 

today contains over 2,000 manuscripts, including the largest corpus of 

Irish language manuscripts in a single repository, the oldest surviving 

Irish manuscript—the Cathach, or Psalter of St Columba—and other 

important early texts. The Library also offers access and outreach 

programmes and holds exhibitons and lecture series.



Research and Publication
Taighde agus Foilsitheóireacht

The Academy has a proud tradition and history. From the beginning 

it has published scholarly papers and conducted research projects. 

Over the years it has continued to promote advanced research 

and public understanding of the relevance of research to society. It 

has established relations with all of the Irish universities and with 

educational institutions abroad, and it represents Ireland on a wide 

range of international committees. The Academy publishes a continuing 

series of research papers since 1787 in its journal, Transactions of the 

Royal Irish Academy, which now appears in three sections: Mathematical 

Proceedings, Biology and Environment and Proceedings of the Royal Irish 

Academy: Archaeology, Culture, History, Literature. In addition, the Academy 

publishes Ériu (the leading journal in Irish philology and literature), the 

Irish Journal of Earth Sciences and Irish Studies in International Affairs. The 

Academy’s series and monographs are frequently based on its own 

research projects, details of which are given in the following pages.



Our research projects
Ár dtionscadail thaighde

Dictionary of Irish Biography

This definitive, multi-volume reference work deals with the lives of 

all deceased prominent Irish men and women. Eleven volumes of the 

Dictionary have been published by Cambridge University Press to 

date, volumes I to IX in 2009 and volumes X and XI in 2018, as well 

as numerous online supplements. In March 2021 access to the entire 

online Dictionary was made freely available to all users. 

Dictionary of Medieval Latin from Celtic Sources

This is an integrated database and dictionary project. It is designed to 

contribute to the fields of Patristic, Medieval, Celtic and Latin studies 

by researching, compiling and publishing suitable scholarly works in 

electronic and conventional media. Apart from lexicographical and 

interpretative outputs, a major ‘spin off’ from the project’s work has 

been the digital  

St Patrick’s Confessio Hypertext Stack published at www.confessio.

ie. First launched in 2011, this resource has received hundreds of 

thousands of visitors and has found a place in the teaching programmes 

of third-level institutions around the world.

Digital Repository of Ireland

The national, trustworthy digital repository for Ireland’s social and 

cultural data, providing long-term preservation, sustained access and 

enhanced discoverability for research data and digital collections. 

The DRI is certified by the CoreTrustSeal and operates as a national 



research centre for best practice and training in FAIR data, digital 

preservation, digital archiving and digital exhibitions. DRI coordinates 

the National Open Research Forum, and also serves as a liaison to 

European initiatives, such as the European Open Science Cloud, the 

Research Data Alliance, ALLEA and Europeana. DRI is headquartered 

at the Royal Irish Academy, with staff also at Trinity College Dublin and 

Maynooth University.

Documents on Irish Foreign Policy

This project provides a comprehensive record from archival sources 

of major Irish foreign policy decisions and actions since 1919. It is 

an essential public resource for the study of twentieth-century Irish 

history. 

Foclóir Stairiúil na Gaeilge

Tá foclóir don nua-Ghaeilge, ar phrionsabail stairiúla, á ullmhú ag 

foireann an tionscnaimh seo. The project staff is currently compiling a 

digital corpus of Irish texts, which will form the basis of the historical 

dictionary. Material will be incorporated from published works, 

manuscripts, folklore and the spoken word.

Irish Historic Towns Atlas

This project aims to record and understand the topographical 

development of a selection of Irish towns. Each town is published as 

a printed atlas with a digital edition, and includes a series of maps, 

historical plans, views and illustrations, complemented by a detailed 

text. The project is part of a wider European scheme. Ancillary 

publications, online resources and seminars build on atlas research and 

cartography.



New Survey of Clare Island

The project is publishing the results of a survey undertaken to 

examine the changes evident on Clare Island, off the coast of Co. 

Mayo, since the Royal Irish Academy’s original survey of the island was 

conducted in 1901–11. The forthcoming (and final) volume in the New 

Survey of Clare Island series will describe the zoology of this unique 

place.



ria.ie    

Royal Irish Academy, 19 Dawson Street, Dublin, D02 HH58. 
Tel: +353 1 676 2570


