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DIFP XI covers five critical years in Irish foreign policy when, at the height of 
the Cold War, Ireland played a central role between East and West at the United 
Nations General Assembly on issues ranging from nuclear disarmament to apart-
heid to the admission of Communist China. 

Significantly, it also covers the years that Irish Defence Forces personnel first 
participated in peacekeeping missions with the United Nations. The volume pays 
particular attention to the reaction of Iveagh House to UN operations in Con-
go’s Katanga province and includes documents on the Niemba Ambush (Novem-
ber 1960), and the fighting at Jadotville and Elisabethville (September 1961).

A constant theme through the volume is European integration and the volume 
includes the high-level diplomacy surrounding Ireland first application for mem-
bership of the European Economic Community in 1961. 

Using original declassified documents from the Department of Foreign Affairs‘ 
archive, the volume pieces together as no other source can, the secret top-level 
decision making by Minister for External Affairs Frank Aiken, Taoiseach Seán    
Lemass and Irish diplomats, including household names Conor Cruise O’Brien 
and Ireland’s Ambassador to the UN Frederick Boland that saw 1960s Ireland 
play a central role on the world stage.
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