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Directed Archaeological Research for World Heritage Sites 

 

Overview  

The National Monuments Service (NMS) of the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and 

Gaeltacht Affairs has allocated a fund of €11,880 in 2016 for directed research into the archaeology 

of the Brú na Bóinne and Skellig Michíl World Heritage Sites and also those sites on Ireland’s 

Tentative List for which a Technical Evaluation has been satisfactorily concluded. The grant is to be 

administered by the Standing Committee for Archaeology of the Royal Irish Academy.  

 

The purpose of this research grant is to aid in the management of the archaeological resource within 

the core areas of World Heritage properties and to maintain, and where possible enhance, the 

Outstanding Universal Value of these internationally important sites. 

 

The deadline for receipt of applications is: 23:55pm (GMT) on Thursday, 20 October 2016.  

 

It is expected that as part of any finished survey work carried out that a gazeteer of site/s will be 

provided to the NMS recording location, SMR number (where one exists), description, classification 

of the monument etc. This should include all details normally supplied on the Monument Report 

Form and each discrete monument should be described separately.  

 

Preference will be given to non-destructive research, including survey, LIDAR, building surveys, 

measured surveys of earthworks, geophysics, fieldwalking, palynology, soil sampling etc. 

  

Terms and Conditions 

Those applying for these grants should be mindful of the stated aim of this grant scheme when 

applying and show exactly how their project would contribute to the stated aim of the grant. 

Applicants are required to publish the results of the project in an appropriate manner agreed with the 

Academy. All such publications must acknowledge the assistance of the Academy and the (NMS) as 

appropriate.  
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Please note Applications for projects directly connected to postgraduate studies in a third level 

institution are also excluded. Successful applicants are not allowed to claim a directorial salary from 

funds awarded. The grant, upon the submission of vouched expenses, may be used to pay out of 

pocket directorial expenses accrued as a result of working on the excavation. Likewise, the grant 

does not fund institutional overheads, and the grant cannot be used to cover any element that 

should be properly ascribed to institutional overheads. 

 

Failure to comply with any conditions will disqualify the candidate from future funding. 

 

Reporting Requirements 

Applicants must submit a detailed report on the completion of the project, accompanied by a 

detailed statement of expenditure including original receipts from all items of expenditure. 

 

Failure to supply these reports will disqualify applicants from further funding. The Academy reserves 

the right to seek the full repayment of the grant if the applicant fails to comply with any of the 

abovementioned reporting requirements. 

 

Funding Arrangements 

Once approved, the successful applicant can draw down 80% of the grant in the first instance. A valid 

tax clearance certificate or eTax cert must be supplied to the Academy in advance of any payment of 

a grant award which is equal to or greater than €10,000 within any 12 month period. Failure to hold a 

valid tax clearance certificate in such circumstances will disqualify a candidate from funding. Applicants 

are required to retain accounts of expenditure and all receipts for a period of not less than six years 

from completion of the work. The final instalment of the grant will be withheld if the report is 

deemed to be unsatisfactory or in any way incomplete. Such an outcome may adversely affect any 

future funding applications submitted to the Standing Committee for Archaeology. 

 

 

 


