
We live in turbulent times. The future feels less certain, war has returned to the European continent and

the face of democracy is changing. In these troubled times, the European Union is grappling with its place

in the world, security and defence, climate ambition and competitiveness. Enlargement is back on the

agenda. Can the EU grow beyond 27 member states, how and when? Will the same rules work for a larger

EU & as we move towards elections to the European Parliament can the centre hold? 

Mairead McGuinness is the European Commissioner for financial services, financial stability and Capital

Markets Union. Before joining the Commission in October 2020, Ms McGuinness was First Vice-President

of the European Parliament. She served as an MEP from Ireland for 16 years, and was a Vice-President of

the Parliament since 2014.

Olivia O’Leary is a journalist, broadcaster, public commentator and writer of international standing. Her

work praised for its perceptiveness, literary skill and humour makes an exceptional contribution to Irish

society. O'Brien Press have published two volumes of her radio columns for RTÉ Drivetime: Politicians and

Other Animals', 'Party Animals'. She was elected as a Member of the Royal Irish Academy in 2019.

A conversation between EU Commissioner Mairead McGuinness and broadcaster Olivia O’Leary, as part

of the Academy’s Discourse Series.

The future of the EU: Bigger and Better?
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