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The regulatory situation In Ireland  
• 2005  The Donnelly Commission states that a regulatory framework is  

 required to deal with the societal concerns around Assisted Human 
 Reproduction (AHR). 
 

• 2008   The Irish Council of Bioethics echoes the need for regulation of AHR.  
 

• 2009   The Supreme Court expresses criticism of the lack of regulation of 
 AHR 
 

• 2015   The government announces that it is to legislate for AHR and 
 Associated Research including  surrogacy, embryo donation, the 
 screening of embryos, gamete donation and stem cell research. 
 

• 2017   A legal regulatory frame work I still not in place.  
 

The Irish Medical Council’s code of ethics guidelines ban any experiments on 
embryos, but it appears that private companies could legally pursue gene-
editing of embryos here.  
 




