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he Act of Union cume into force nn
1 January 1801, creating the United

Kingdom of Grear Brinin and Ireland, and abolishing
the separase Irish pardianient. Debates su ling the
Union prompted much policcal writing both in Ireland
and England, & pro-Union pamphles published in 1798 and ac-
tributed to Edward Cooke entitled Argumenss for and agains an Undon set
in motion a ‘pamphler war” which saw at least 30 pamphlees on the
subject of 2 union pubdished in thar year alone. On cach side of the
debare the key players, newspaper writers, pocts, pamphleccers,
merchants and politicians busied themselves with quills and ink
to supply the printing presses.

Pamphlets on the Union and on the campaign
for its Repeal are well represented in the Haliday
collection. amounting to well over 350 lems.
Although Haliday was pro-Union and anti-
Repeal, the collection coatains mazerial from
bath viewpoints, Charles Haliday's own views
on the Unlen were made known {n varous
pamphlets and especially in o serics of letters 1o
newspapers in response o Daniel O'Connel’s
leerers on Repeal. Haliday was mericulous in his
replics o O'Connell’s argumenss. relving on
facraal information gained from  his wide
reading habits and exiensive libeary,

Inn repernse o the Act of Undon, the Repeal movement led by Dianiel O'Connell (1775-1847) gained mio-
mentum and ('Connell organised ‘monster meetings” w promowe the caose, Haliday's pamphler collection
brasts over 180 iverns redating to Repeal, inchuding works by Danicl O Connell himselland the reports of
the Loyal National Repeal Association. The repeal; or The frisly smansgfaceurer of 1832, A melo slnama, i theee
acts comtaing a lovely copperplite engraving of a large procession of people on O'Connell Street (then Sackville
Surees), Dublin, showing O'Connell in his charior and crowds of jubilant people lining the way.
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s relatively cheap
means of circulating
views and Ideas, pam-
phles have long been
nsed in religious debates

consecrtions and anniver-
waries of historic evenss,

Heligion and politles arc
Interwoven  chroughout

and controversics. Charles
Haliday’s father was Protestant, his mothes Rusman
Cathalic; Haliday was brosght up in the Church of
Ircland but his pamphlet collecting was indiscrimi-
nae, Most religious muterial in the sollection rclaes
o the then emablished Churches of Trland and
England and the Catholic Church, but eeher dengm-
fnatiom are represeted, particulidy Quikerism
(Socdery of Friends). Unirartanism, Preshyrerdanism
and Methodism, Bible socictics, missions,

chariics and Sunday schonl societies oo (5 Tl

produced pamphler Hiernane:

Sermons preached on beball -

of religions instimtions and charitable
organisations were often printed and
sold, with the proceads going 1o the nel-
evant hedics, Other published sermons
inclide thase delivered ar funcrals,
Feant anad fise daya, ccchest
astical visirations, church ('
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Ieish history, The lssue of
Cahiolte  Emancipation
‘dominared politicsin the
catly nincteenth cenrury:
v was fimally  achicved
through  the  Roman
Carholic Relicl Acr, 1829,
enabling Cathalics to become members of parlia-
ment, Hallday collécted 760 ems relating 1o
Cachelic Emancipation published during 1800-30,
including speeches. government repons, bewers,
r—p Stires, and poctry:

Theologians wrore in grear detail and
with passion on various points of chureh doctrine
The collection includes over 100 pamphlers on the
doctrine of gransubstantiation, 101 on the Triniy,
anid 132 an baptism, Haliday hiad over 125 pam-
phiess oo the religions debates of the Oxford
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