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12 June 2020 

Dear Minister 

The Learned Society of Wales, Royal Society of Edinburgh and the Royal Irish Academy are the national 

academies for Wales, Scotland and the island of Ireland respectively. We represent, champion and 

disseminate research, learning and useful knowledge and are writing to you today to share our concern 

about the UK Government’s recent announcement on controlled numbers for English domiciled 

students.  

We appreciate the UK Government’s wish to ensure stability within English HEIs. However, the 

announcement by the Department for Education in England effectively puts controls on institutions 

based in the devolved nations, rather than working with the devolved governments to find an 

appropriate four-nation solution for student admissions. Subsequently, it has failed to address the 

concerns raised by governments, universities and other organisations outside England. 

This demonstrates a worrying lack of consideration of devolution, and we strongly urge you to engage 

more closely with your counterparts in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales to support higher 

education across the UK at this time.  

We recommend that further consideration is given to what arrangements and structures might be put 

in place to encourage coherence and support decision making that fully takes account of the needs, 

priorities and contributions of the devolved nations. As the national academies covering Scotland, 

Wales and Northern Ireland, we would be happy to offer our services in support of this work. 

We would welcome the opportunity to meet you to discuss the issues raised in this letter. 

We are copying this letter to the Secretaries of State for Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales and to 
key stakeholders within the devolved nations.  

Yours sincerely, 

The Learned Society of Wales      The Royal Irish Academy    The Royal Society of Edinburgh 

cc. 

Secretary of State for Wales, Rt Hon Simon Hart MP 

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland,  Rt Hon Brandon Lewis MP 

Secretary of State for Scotland, Rt Hon Alister Jack MP 


