
 

 

 

Charlemont Grants FAQ 
 

 

What is an RIA Charlemont Grant? 

The RIA Charlemont Grant is a travel bursary that supports travel costs for short visits 

to any country worldwide for primary research in any area. 

 

How much are Charlemont Grants worth? 

Applicants may seek funding for subsistence up to a maximum limit of €2,500. 

Applications for less than €750 will not be considered. 

 

Where can I go? 

Research trips can be undertaken in any country worldwide. However, all trips must be 

undertaken for genuine and beneficial research purposes only and must be logically 

costed up to a maximum of €2,500.  

 

When is the call for applications? 

The call for applications opens in early autumn and is live for approximately 6 weeks.  

 

How long is the assessment process and how are applicants notified? 

The assessment process takes up to 10 weeks to complete and applicants are notified of 

the outcome usually in January. 

 

How long does this funding last? 

Charlemont Grants are available to fund research trips lasting between one and six 

weeks, although this can be extended in exceptional circumstances. Successful recipients 

must use the awarded funds to travel anytime during the calendar year, January to 

December, during the grant period. 

 

How is the grant awarded? 

The grant is a personal award and successful applicants are required to provide their 

own bank details (in some cases the grant is awarded through the 

applicant’s institutional research department). Under the terms of the 



 

scheme, funds can only be released once a confirmed ‘proof of travel’ document is 

supplied e.g. flight booking receipt. 

 

Who is eligible to apply for the grant? 

The RIA Charlemont Grants are open to all applicants who are no more than seven 

years past the award of their PhDs at the start of the term of the grant period. 

 

Can independent applicants apply for the grant without institutional 

affiliation? 

Yes independent applicants may apply. There is no requirement for applicants to be 

affiliated with an institution either at the time of applying or during the grant period.  

Applicants can be in either fulltime or part time employment with temporary or 

permanent positions.  

 

Do the same eligibility criteria apply to co-investigators, whether they are 

based in Ireland or abroad? 

Yes the same criterion applies for co-investigators whether they are in Ireland or 

abroad. 

 

The application requires a letter from the applicant’s institution and head of 

department – what is the requirement for independent applications? 

In lieu of the requirement for a letter from the head of department, independent 

applicants can attach a note explaining their employment situation. 

  

Are the awards available to those based in Northern Irish institutions? 

Yes, awards are available to anyone who is ordinarily working or resident in Ireland, this 

applies to Northern Ireland. 

 

Are international scholars eligible to apply for a Charlemont Award? 

Applications from international scholars are welcome, provided an Irish-based scholar 

makes the application on their behalf and acts as host. 

 

If successful, when can the research trip take place? 

Successful recipients must travel anytime during the calendar year January to December 

of the current grant period. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Can I retrospectively claim a Charlemont Grant for a research trip taken in 

the previous year? 

The grant is only awarded to facilitate research trips for the current grant period. 

 

Can these funds be used to attend conferences? 

No, grants are not available to support attendance at a conference. Applicants may 

attend a conference as part of their research visit but conference fees are not an 

allowable expense. 

 

Can applicants apply for a grant to fund interdisciplinary projects? 

Yes, under the terms of the scheme, applicants can apply for funding for any discipline 

and including interdisciplinary projects. 

 

Can previously unsuccessful applicants apply for the scheme in subsequent 

rounds, either with the same project or with an entirely new proposal? 

Yes, previously unsuccessful applicants can apply for the scheme in subsequent rounds 

with their original proposal or a new one.  Submissions are assessed as new proposals in 

each round and are viewed independently from previous years. 

 

Are consumables allowed? 

Limited consumables such as specialist software, photocopies etc, up to a maximum of 

€500 are allowed. These must be clearly justified, costed and vouched by receipts. 

 

Is there an allowance for maternity leave during the terms of the grant 

period? 

Yes there is an allowance for maternity leave based on the statutory requirements 

which is an additional 42 weeks (26 wks paid and 16 unpaid). 

 

Is there a per diem rate? 

The Academy does not pay per diem rates and will only cover expenses that are 

vouched by receipt.  

 

What happens in the case of an underspend of awarded grant funds? 

If the research trip is completed with leftover funds, they must be returned to the 

Academy. It is the responsibility of the recipient to keep track of all expenditure and 

show receipts for all transactions.  

 

What happens if I lose a receipt or can’t obtain one? 

It is regrettable if this occurs, but there are no exceptions and the Academy 

will seek a refund against any expenditure that is not vouched with receipts. 


