The Cathach

c. AD 560

he Cathack is the oldest exmane lrish
manuscript of the Dsalrer and dhe carliess

example of Irish writing on vellum, It conzains 3
Vulgate version of Psalms 30:10 w0 105:13
with an interpretative rubric or beading
before cach psalm, It of tradivionally
ascribed to St Columba as the transcripe
of a Psalver lent to Columba by St Finnian.

A dispute arose abour the ownership of the
copy and King Diarmait Mac Cerbhaill gave
the judgment “Ta every cow belongs her calf,
therefore 10 every book belongs frs copy”. Ir is . ; ’
perssible g0 date cthe manwseript w the late Gehoor L i of the Cacharh ©
carky Tth century from the seripe. :

The scripr is early majuscule with ornzmental
capitals, some of which are in red and, like the red
in the letering for the rbrics, the colour has
faced. The framework of the capirals is often out-
lined by a series of scatler dots and dhe decoragion
is menaly by spimls and animal heads. Lo che 11t
century & comdael or shrine was made for the
manuscript. 1t was named ‘Carhach’ or 'Bartler’
from the practice of carrying it thrice right-hand
wise around the feld of barele as a aalisman.

The Pralter was owned by the O Donnedls bur in
the custody of the Mae Robharaigh funily ar
Ballymagroarty, Co. Doncpal. b wias eaken to France
in 1691 amd brought back to Sir Neal ©'Danel,
MNewport, Co. Mayo, in 1802, The manuscrips was
disvovered in 1813 when the emdac vaes opened
by Sir William Betham. Ik was deposited in the
Academy by Sir Richard (O'Donel in 1843, The
shrine was subsequently cransferred w0 the Narional
Museum of lrelind, while the manuscripe was
retained in the Roval Irish Academy.

The Cirfuc was wepaited and rebound in 1980-
| by Roger Powell and Dorothy Campsiey. The
vellum Beaves were attachesd ta new vellum mouns

specially stained to march the oniginal leaves,
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The Cathach

CONSERVATION

st of the Academy's vellum manuseripes
have been conserved since the late 19605, e
Vellum (calf skin) is durable bur needs to be i

maintined in an envirenment with stable

temperature and humidity levels,

Conservarion begins with an assessment
of 3 document to determing it con-
dition and the extent of wpais /
required, The purpose of conservation  « ==
5 1o ensure that the mamuseript is given -
e 5 =

3 renewod lease of life, To further preserve dhe

document for the F we normally digivie it

alter conservation and publish the digital Image. Al g o

This helps o increase access while reducing
handling thus preventing further damage, s €

The Casberch (RIA M3 12 R 33), the Academy’s
wldest manuscripr, was conserved ar the Brini

Muscum in 1920-23 A that time, the 58 fofios
or leaves were individually mounied on paper
and bound rogether, By the kare 19605 the paper
mounes were cockling and ehe manuseript could
no longer be closed properly. The leaves were
adrift from the binding,

conservators. allowed for missing lines of text

betore determining the final position of the keat

in the new mount, The manuscripe was as-
sembled into secons which were sewn and
prepared for binding. Finally, the manuscripe was
bound inee half-inch thick quarer-cior English
oak boards, covered along the spine with whine
alum rawed pig-skin.

The bound manuscript is howsed, under slighe

pressure, in 2 specially made oak box produced

by Gerge Tavlor at the workshop of Edwand

Barmsley in England.

The Caphach was digitised wich funding from
M Carmicl Nasgheon, MRIA, and published on
CD-ROM in 2002, Readers may now-consult the

digital version of the manuscripr, and the CD-

ROM may also be puschased for home e,
In March 1980 the Carliacl was wken o the RIA M5 12 W33
workshop of Mr Roger Powell ar Frosfield,

Hampshire, for major conservation work. Roper
Powell, 3 master conservacor, and his asciseant —_—
Miss Disvarhy Cuinpritey disbound the manu ,“"‘
seript, separated the leaves from their mouns @
and secured loase fragments at the edges. Each

leat was mounted on a frame of new vellum,
sourced from County Kildare, Fach plece of

vellum was marched to ¢ach manuseripe leat for

spine dircetion and For balance in weight. The

%
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9D The Stowe Missal @®

he Storve M| i 0 Mass-book of the eary
Tsish Church, compiled about the end of the
Sth century, An inseription on the aumedech or
slirine links it wich the monastery of St Ruadhan
in Lorrha, Co, Tipperary, e 1050, The manu-

drmin, £
of the tevkof she Mass 3

script may have been written at Lorrha, although
a link with Tallaght has also been suggested. The
Missai was mamed “Stowe’ because, in the 19t
century, it was part of a collection of manuscripes
in the library of the Duke of Buckingham at
Swowe House, Buckinghamshire. In 1883 i was
purchased by the British Governmene and
depasived in the Royal Trish Acsdemy.

The Missal consises of two separate manuscripts.
The finse manseripe (11 folios) containg excerpes
from the Gospel according vo St John, Written in
a curstve minuscule seript by a seribe who signed

hirmself in Oigham wridng Sonsd (£ §1r), ar the

. AD 800
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enl there is 3 miniature of 5t Jobhn the Evangelis.
The Misal proper (56 folios) i in the weond
manuscript and it containg the Onlinary and
Canon of the Mass, the Order of Baptism and
the Oeder of Visitaton of the Sick, Extreme
Unction and Communion. The inital I of the
opening prayer, Peecavimu Domine, in the
Ordinary of the Mass is decoraced and serin 2
borcler coloired in yellow and pink, Excepr for
playful drawings of initial lerters, the rewt of the
manuseript is not decored, The orfginal seribe
of the Misal wrote in an anpular majuscule
seript. A more cursive hand was used by a seribe
signing himself odd Caieh (£ 37 who revised it

It is bound in boards of oak coverad with
uncoloured vellum and round the three ourer
edges there are steips of kid skin Jem wide
stained with red. The Missal was rebound in
exbuting boands, cleaned and repained by A, Cains
in the Trinity Conservation Laboratory. Dublin
in 19934, Digiral images of dhe Stowe Missal
can be vicwed on wwwisos.dias ic.

RIA. MS 1 3¢ Car, o 1238
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0 Leabbhar Bhaile an Mhéta
Book of Baﬂymote

« AD 1391

he Book of Ballvmote is one of the larges

Irish manuscript compilations produced ty
the learmed class in medieval Treland, Teis like a
ong-volume library, and contains genealesical,
ropographical. biblical and  hagiographical
material, including Leabdr Cabhils (Book of
the Invasions), Letbhar mae gCeart (Book of
Rights), Cimnshemnedi and a key to the Ogham
alphaber. It also has versions from Latin of the
Deseruction of Troy and the History of Philip
and Alexander of Macedonia.

The manuseripr was weigen mostly in Irish, with
some Latin. ar Ballymose Casle, Co. Sligo, the
former seat of the Mac Donnchaid of Corann,
The principal scribes were  Maghnus 8}
Dusbhgeanniin, Solam ) Droma and Robeartas
Mac Sithigh, The writing is in two columns,
There are decorated capital letiers and the colins
wsad in eolouring the interaced designs en the
capirals are vermilion, chrome, red, black, green
and blue. The Book of Ballymore s bound in
leather with oak boards.

This was ehe firse Irish manuseripe oo be scquined
by the Royal Irish Academy; presenved in che vear
aof foundation, 1783, by the Chevalier O'Gorman,
whir purchased it From “Tomds (0 Duimin of
Drogheda for £20. A facimile edition was
published in 1887, Digiral images of the Book of
Baltymote can be viewed on www.isos.dias.ic.
RIA MS23 113
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Leabbar Breac

THE BooOK OF THE MACEGANS
LEABHAR MOR DUNA DOIGHRE

AD 1408-1411

e Lealbar Breae was writren in [rish by

Murchad Riubhach O Cuindlis, 1t Cluain
Lethan and Lochra {Lorrda) in Miiscraige Tire, in
tosreh Clo Hipperary in the years 14081411, e
is the largese Irish vellum manuseripe by one
seribe, The writing is in double eolumns, the
decaration of the capirals is simple and there are
some fine Interlaced lesters of soamorphic design,
caloured in red, vermilion, yellow and blue,

The manuscript contains religions and biblieal
marerial derivesd from  Latin sources, Trish
literavure and history, including lives of St Parsick
and St Brigid, the Litany of Our Lady, Felire
ﬂm_gnm Céily Dé, Aislinge Meic Conglinne, a
history of Philip of Macedonia and Alexander
the Great,

In the 16ch century this manuscripe was held by

the Mac Egans of Duniry and in the 17th
cenury it was known as “Leafobar Addr Dina
Daighre’ ("The great book of Duniry’). The
Leabhar Hreae was acquired by the Royal Irish
Academy in 1789,
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In 1973 Roger Fowell replaced the 19th-century
binding amd repaired the manuseripe. The cock-
led leaves of the mansscript were flaened and
the Fregile pars of the vellum with writing have
been reinforced with cellulose-free sausage skin
ssuck with parchment size, Other repairs were
made wich specially toned vellum. The leaves
were re=sewn in one volume and bound berween
mahagany boards with an alum-rawed pigskin
spine. Dhgiral images of the Laabfar Sreac can be
viewed at wawncisos, dins e,

RIA M5 288 1 (e o, 1230




Hoo Book of Hours

AD 1444

ooks of Hours were devorional reos designed

tob st private priver and meditation, Ofien
lavishly illwsrared, these illuminated manuscriprs
were very popilar in the Middle Ages, Each
manuscripe was unigue, being personalised for an
individual pagron: The Hoo Book of Hours in the
Royal Irish Academy was written ar Rouen in
France abour 1444, and belongad 10 an
Englishman, Thonmas, Lord Hoo, Chancellor of
Mormindy and France. It may have been a
weadding present wo his wife, Eleanor Welles, as a
number of the prayers concern marriage.

The Hon Book of Hours conmins 293 folios with
28 mindatre illuserations in 15%-century French
style, The Hon Master was responsible for 27 af
the 28 mintatures, with the Talbor Master con-
wributing one. Lond Hoo knecls before the Trinity:
o £ 192; his wife kncels before the Madonna on
£ 196v, In an image thar also connins heraldic
symbaols of the two families. The borders conmain
sich floral and gold leaf ivy decoration. The
vellum manuscript measures 23cm % 16em. The
Binding in red morocen leather with gile-cdged
leaves dares from ¢ 1600,

The contents are icems normally found in a Book
of Hours: 4 lrgical calendar, psilms, readings
from the Ciespels, prayers, and the Hour of the
Virgin. The "Hours" were prayers and readings
aranged for thee eight canonical hours of the day:
Miating, Lands, Prime, Terce, Sexe, Mone, Vespers
and Compline. The linrgical convents follow dhe
Sarum Use, common in Britain and [reland
Isefore the Refarmarion,

The manuscripe belonged ar one time 1w the
Lindores fBmily of Scotland, There 14 4 nate on an
insermed flyleaf ‘Mes Trenchand, sister to the late
Lady Lingdores, states that the missal belonged 1o
Queen Mary' (ie. Mary, Queen of Scows). The
Book was presenied 1o the Royal Insh Academy
by H.A. Forbes in 1874,

RIAMSIZR
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¥ Annala Rioghachta
Eireann / The Annals

of the Four Masters
AD 1632-36

he Anmals are a chronice of

Irish history from the year of
the world 2242 o AD 1616, They
contitin records imder successive years
of the deaths of kings and other
prominent persons, bath ecclesizstical
and lay; along with accounts of bartdes
and other exploit. They end with the
dearh of Hugh ONeill, carl of Tyrone,
im 1616, The compilarion was largely @ﬁ-ﬂ
derived from older manuscrips, many i

i A ST ;
1 '\‘Ié‘r:- & mile-gedeo-oech
1

of which have not survived.

The Annals of the Four Masters were
compiled in the years 1632-36 in
Tk e Tl soncbpn s e haacrse

County Donegal by o Franciscan i gt S l‘zf -

brother, Michedl € Cléirigh, andd three el g e s S i ool ||I
frymen, Cii Chioigeriche O Cléirigh, l Prw—-nﬁdﬂ:-;uz;&v : G .
Fearfeasa O Maoilchonaire of Co. i ﬂq&www;#w i it
Roscommon, and Cf Choigeriche | MWF'—";“':“F‘ - L Fme i
@) Duibhgeanniin of Castlefore, "f“i‘dmgh o wjli = i g by
Co,, Leitrim. Two other scribes also "‘“"‘“#M‘ﬂ*.‘ o &5 ‘Ir
assisted, Conaire O Chéirigh (an older i e e oy anr S0
brather of Michedl) and Muiris O "a"ﬁ“ﬁ#" il s i |
Mapilchonsire, The variaus hands are g M{‘;‘“ b 7 Jl
chear, legible and swifily written with a i “ ~ y Jn
povintesd guill,

4 -, |

In 1831, George Petric armanged for
the purchaie by the Academy of
an autograph et of the post-
1170 annals (23 P 6-7).
These are believed 1o be
part of the set formerly in

published in 1848-51 in 2 casic
duil-language edition edited by
John  O'Donovan.  Digieal
Images of the manuscripts of
the Annals of the Four
Masters: are available at

St Anthonys  College, e dvonsclian e

Lowviin, The manuscriges RIA M5 23" 6 Cak oo, 687
RIAMS 257 e

R NS T By ey, 1 2200

Can o

were repaired, mounted on

paper, and bownd in leher
in rwe volumes by George
Mullen, Another autograph
volume (C il 3}, containing annals
up o the vear 1171, and believed to
have been presented to the paron, Fergal
¥ Gara, was acquired by the Academy with the
Srowe Manuscripis in 1883, The Annals were
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Ordnance Survey

of Ireland

LETTERS, MEMOIRS AND SKETCHES

he Ordnance Survey (8} was established
in 1824 o undernake a survey of Incland
and to map the enrtire countey ar a scale of 6
inches 1o one mile The carcographic profecr was
completed by 1842, and a full set of maps cuists
for each Irich county.

LETTERS

The "Ordnance Survey Lewters” comprise
correspondence of John O'Donovan
{180M3~1861) and orher rescarchers em-
ploved on the survey, The original
Leveers for 2% leish  counties are
preserved in the Royal Irish Academy
Library. The exceptions are Antrim,
Cork and Tyrone, for which no 08
legters exist. The leteers comtain a vas
amount of antiguarian and topograph-
ical information, together with family
histories, local lore and customs,

MEMOIRS

Surveyors also compiled manuscript memoirs,
containing descriptions of topographical desails
and antiquities that could not easily be
summarised i cartographic form on the maps,
The OF Memoirs are arranged by county and
parish and conrain information on landscape,
wpography, population, cconomy and socicry; as
well as recording fearures of antiquarian interest
and 3 range of

staristical
dara,
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OS5 Memoirs are preserved in the Royal lrish
Academy for counties Antrim, Donegal, Down,
Fermanagh, Londonderry and Tyrone, and same
paﬁ:hu in counties Cavan, Mullaglun. Leiorim,
Latich aned Slige, A modern edition of the rext
of the Memoirs was published in 40 volumes,
(1990-98).

SKRETCHES
Deawings and skerches of buildings and other
antiquarian items were made by the OS
researchers who were reconding antigquities in the
landscape. Among the artists employed by
the Survey were George Petrie (1790-1866),
Grorge Victor du Noyer {1817-6%), and
William Frederick "Wakeman { 18221900, all
of whom were members of the Royal Irish
Academy. There arc over 1,000 08 Skerches in
the Royal Irish Academy collecrion.

RIA O8 Collestion
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Edward Donovan’s

Insects of China

ke
Gilfes eaanilis . Mg

prolific writer and artist, Edward Donovan
A.pnnlu(;{;d illustrated ook on. varous
topics of natural history, His main inrersst was
entmology. - Deiovanehgraved and had
coloured his own plaes for all his books, o
meticolous -and kil process. When Rrst
published, his use of exrravagant bright merilic
paints was often critichsed and reganded as

“gawsdy’s later opinton proved more Fvourable.

This illustrared book from the library of Cynihia

Longfield, woquired by donation in 1979, is
representative of the Rayal Trish Academys rich
collection of =cientific books of historic inrerest,

Cynthia Longfield (1896<19%1] became known

it

Edbwasd Don

cri Callecting,
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a8 "Madam Dragonfly’ for her work in entomology,

reszarch that teok her to many parts of the world,

Scienrific subjects are well represented among the
sevenieenth- and  eighteenth-century  library
holdings of the Rayal Irish Academy. The varied
subject marter includes astronomy, chemistry,
grology, mathematics, natural history {boany,
mineralogy, zoodogy, ete.) and natural philosophy
(physics). Many of the books are ilwsrrared.
Apart from Cynthin Longfickd. major donors 1o
the natural history colleceions include Alexander
Henry Halicay, MRIA (180770, Robere |lopd
Pracger, MRLA (1865-1953) and Richard ].
Ussher, MRIA (18411913}

R1A Lasiaghleld-Rosctth Cillestion
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he ornate Senate Casher was

designed in 1924 by Mia Cranwill
(1880-1972) 1o hold the membership
voll of the first Senase of the Lrish
Free Seate, Ir was commissioned by
Semator Alice Swoplord Green, The
design was inspired by Gallarus
Oratory, Co. Kerrye

The casker is made of Morwegian copper

overlaid with picroed and repoussé sibver
panels with top panels of filigree silver and

godd. Iris ornamented wirh four lange cones in
blue, vermilion and a deeper red cloisonng
enamel. The feer of the shrine were fashioned to
allow the casker to be carried ceremonially on
pales, in the manner of cady shrines: | 'he design
at the frone of the casker embodies heraldic
devices relating w the donor and anise. To the
left is a Fguse representing the feciplent
senators, Cranwill intended the scene depiered

g, Nl
ORI e
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Senate Casket
and Roll of Senators
of the Irish Free State

1924

on
the front o
epieieht parrenage

introducing are ro the people’.

The senators who signed the membership roll were
prominent public personalities in the eardy vears
of the lrish Free State. Senators were elected by
members of the Diil and Seanad voring rogerhern,
anel were selected

Trone whaose expericnce in

public life or special a

for mamibership, Some, for crample WB, Yeus,

wrncnes gualificd dhem

wre nonw best remembered for ther lierry achiove

aetits father than thelr polisiel scvities.

The casker amd roll of signanes wis preseneed
the Roval Irish Academy on the dissolution of
the senate in 1936, "ax a gift for preservation’.
The Friends of the MNauional Collections of
Ircland contributed rowards some repairs ro the
casker soon after its reception into the Acadermy.

Considered a fine example of metalwork inspined
by the Arts and Crafis Movement, the casker has
been displayed previously in exhibitons in
Drablin, Edinburgh and Los Angeles.
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